








Chapel on 4th June 2009
Primary:
The Primary Orchestra helped lead our
time of worship in Primary Chapel today.
Our thanks to Mrs Harrison and Mrs
Chisholm and all the music teachers for
their hard work in teaching the children.
Mr Adam Messenger was our guest
speaker today. Adam did not give a
traditional message but rather he
interviewed four teachers about significant
aspects of their life. Here are some small
shippets from their responses. Miss Emily
Pyman, who has visited 34 countries, has
Philippians 4:13 as her favourite Bible
verse because she believes that as
Christians we are capable of achieving
anything with God. Philippians 4:13 says
that “I can do everything through Him who
gives me strength. Mr Peter Belousoff
grew up in country Victoria and learned by

Chaplains’ Department

observing his parents example and their
passion for God about loving Him. Mrs
Ann Donker was married at 19 years of
age and her best piece of advice to the
children was to know in their hearts that
God loves them. Mr lan Hooper has
worked as a farmer, shearer, truck driver
and missionary. He encouraged students
to seek God’s kingdom first and
everything else will be added to their lives
(Matthew 6:33).

Secondary:

The Year 11 students conducted most
aspects of Secondary Chapel today. This
included leading worship and overseeing
all practical aspects of the meeting. They
did a great job. Mr Chris Kynoch was our
speaker for the day. He spoke about the
Kingdom of God being demonstrated on
earth. Chris talked about the fact that
Christians can often be very hard and

judgemental towards
others who do not know
God or who are
struggling to follow Him.
Chris explained that
rather than judging, God'’s intention for us
is to bring His kingdom to people. When
we do this we actually bring love,
compassion and care into the situation. In
doing so we more accurately represent
God to people and there is a greater
potential for them to see His love
demonstrated and to come to know Him.

Chapel next week - 18th June
Next week, Primary students are having a
“Choices” mime presented to them.
Secondary students will be hearing from
the ‘Make Poverty History Team'.

Mr Peter Nash (Senior Chaplain)

Family Feature: Six Going on Sixteen

Fighting 'age compression' and the commercialization of childhood

"l saw you on My Space!"

"Yesterday after school Trina and Shayla
got in a catfight over Brandon!"

"My butt is hot!"

"l got his phone number!"

"She thinks she's cuter than me.”

These comments may or may not raise an
eyebrow in any middle school classroom,
but the year they became a common
occurrence in my kindergarten and 1st-
grade classroom threw me for a loop. It
was just a few years ago, and at that time
| had been teaching for 18 years. My
combined kindergarten and 1st-grade
classroom was in a small, urban K-8
school serving about 165 students from a
mix of cultures and classes. The student
population is about 45 percent black, 27
percent Hispanic, and 23 percent white.
That particular school year was one of the
most challenging | have experienced. The
social dynamics were a constant source
of stress and strife for my students, my
families, my assistant teacher, and for
me. At the end of a particularly frustrating
day, | described the situation to my
principal: "We have two 'middle schools'
in our school. The middle school and the
K-1!" In a nutshell, that is how the year
felt. The problems | encountered, mostly
around the over-sexualization of my
students, caught me off guard and utterly
unprepared. | had 5-year-old girls vying
for the attention of the "coolest" 1st-grade
boy. They would push to be near him at
the sand table, and groan audibly if |
didn't place them in his book group.
Students in the class thought of each
other as "boyfriend" and "girlfriend."
There was another aspect of this that
negatively impacted our classroom
community, and that was the idea of
certain kids wearing the "right" sneakers.
This was among a group of boys, but the
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rest of the class was affected. It was
something we had class meetings about,
and tried to minimize the negative effects
of, but it was a continuous struggle. One
morning, as they walked up the stairs to
our second-floor classroom, a
kindergarten boy and a 1st-grade boy got
in a pushing and hitting fight because the
younger boy said he was wearing
"Carmelo Anthonys" and the older boy
said, "No, those are Jordans." Another
boy, whose mum refused to buy
expensive sneakers, had repeated
meltdowns (crying, throwing things,
yelling) when other boys arrived at school
with new sneakers, stylish shirts or outfits,
or big plastic gold rings.

One day in June, things crystallized for
me as the three K-1 classes rode a big
yellow school bus on our annual trip to
The Farm School. The Farm School is an
important part of our school culture.
Everyone in the school visits the working
farm at least once a year, and starting in
4th grade students get to sleep over. The
K-1's were excited. The school bus was
happily buzzing with kids talking to each
other about the farm, the animals they
would see and hold, what they had in their
lunchbox, general happy kid talk. Then,
the bus driver decided to put on the radio.
| was near the back, so | had a good
vantage point. The music pumped for just
a few seconds, but the mood in the bus
changed dramatically. All of a sudden kids
popped up in their seats and checked out
who else heard the song. They knew the
song, but | didn't. | saw and felt the
change in energy. They were looking for
other kids who were "in the know" and
related to that teenage/grown-up world of
popular music. They weren't talking about
the farm anymore. My assistant teacher
and | exchanged knowing glances and

sighed. We
understood
this is what
we had
been
struggling
with the
whole year,
the
negative
effect of {
mainstream
media on our young students and the way
it was taking away their chance to just be
little kids excited about a day at the farm.
Throughout the year, | tried many
strategies to counteract the negative
impact that all of these complicated
factors were having on our ability to live,
learn, and laugh. We had class meetings
and made rules. | partnered students with
classmates that they didn't usually work
with.

We had lunch meetings with the powerful
core group, set up a series of lunch
meetings for my most involved girls to
meet with our counselor, talked a great
deal to mums and grandmothers, devoted
some of my weekly newsletters for
families to this topic, brought back some
of my former students to help create a
positive counterculture, brainstormed with
families and colleagues, cried and yelled.
Some strategies helped, but it was an
ongoing, uphill battle.

We made it through the year. That June, |
remember meeting with the rest of the
staff at our end-of-the-year retreat. |
shared my struggles and my
determination to get a better handle on
what felt to me like a crisis in the early
childhood realm.

Continued on the next page:



Family Feature: Six Going on Sixteen

Fighting '‘age compression' and the commercialization of childhood

| had consulted with colleagues
throughout the year, and some of them
knew what | had been up against. Others
were amazed, shocked, and saddened.
One friend and colleague made a
suggestion that ended up being the best
and most transformative advice

I've received in a long time. She told me
about Diane Levin, a professor at nearby
Wheelock College, and she suggested |
enroll in the two-day summer media
institute, called Media Madness: The
Impact of Sex, Violence, and Commercial
Culture on Children and Society.

It was from Diane that | learned how the
corporate world deliberately targets
vulnerable children. | learned how child
development experts now work with
marketing firms to optimize the impact of
commercials according to the
developmental stage of the target
audience and how the toy market has
dramatically changed since children's

Starting 9 November 2009, children under
seven years of age must wear a child
restraint or booster seat when travelling in
a car for improved safety.

The type of restraint will depend on the
age of the child as follows:

Children aged under six months must
wear an approved, properly fastened and
adjusted, rear facing child restraint
Children aged between six months and
under four years must wear an approved,
properly fastened and adjusted, rear
facing child restraint OR a forward facing
child restraint with an in-built harness
Children aged between four years and
under seven must wear an approved,
properly fastened and adjusted, forward
facing child restraint with an in-built
harness OR an approved booster seat
which is properly positioned and fastened.

There are also new laws for where
children can sit in vehicles.

If a car has two or more rows of seats,
then children under four years must not
travel in the front seat

If all seats, other than the front seats, are
being used by children under seven
years, children aged between four and six
years (inclusive) may travel in the front
seat, provided they use an approved
restraint or booster seat.

VicRoads also recommends that you

have restraints fitted by an approved child
restraint fitter. To find an approved child
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television was deregulated in 1984. | also
learned about "age compression." In
Dianne Levin's book, “So Sexy, So Soon”,
she describes age compression this way:
"Age compression" is a term used by
media professionals and marketers to
describe how children at even younger
ages are doing what older children used
to do. The media, the toys, the behavior,
the clothing once seen as appropriate for
teens are now firmly ensconced in the
lives of tweens and are rapidly
encroaching on and influencing the lives
of younger children. In addition, there is a
blurring of boundaries between children
and adults, as demonstrated by the
similarities in clothing marketed to both
groups by the fashion industry. Age
compression is especially disturbing when
it involves sexual behavior. Children
become involved in and learn about
sexual issues and behavior they do not
yet have the intellectual or emotional

restraint fitter in your area, follow the link
to the Restraint fitting stations website.

The road safety reasons

On average, nearly 300 children under
the age of seven are injured or killed as
passengers in vehicles on Victorian roads
each year.

Parents are generally moving their
children into adult seatbelts from about
the age of five and a half years - research
suggests this is simply too early

Children up to seven years are at least
four times more likely to sustain a head
injury in a crash when sitting in an adult
seatbelt only

Other research shows seating children
aged four to seven years old in an
appropriate booster seat reduces their
risk of injury in a crash by almost 60 per
cent, compared to if they were sitting in
an adult seatbelt without a booster seat.

What you have to do

To comply with the new child restraint

rules you:

e have to know which is the correct child
restraint(s) to use

e have to ensure that each child
passenger is wearing a properly fitted
and fastened child restraint or booster
seat suitable for their age every time
they travel in a vehicle.

Exemptions
Taxis will continue to be exempt from the

ability to understand and that can confuse
and harm them. (pp. 69-70)
To be continued next week.

child restraint
requirements. However,
parents are encouraged
to use their own
restraints in taxis where
possible. When there is
no suitable child restraint
available a seatbelt must
be worn.

Frequently asked questions

What can | do if my child is too big for the
restraint for their age?

The new laws aim to cater for the majority
of children, however there is a provision
to allow a child who is too tall or heavy for
the recommended restraint to use the
restraint in the next age category. This
website has information to help

you choose the right child restraint
depending on the size of your child.

What should I look for when purchasing a
child restraint?

All child restraints sold in Australia must
meet the Australian Standard AS/NZS
1754. However, independent testing has
shown that some restraints provide more
protection and are easier to use than
others. When purchasing a restraint
consider the following:

its suitability for the child in relation to
their age, weight and height

the size of the seat space and vehicle
(where possible take your car with you to
test that the restraint/booster fits).


http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/RoadSafety/SeatbeltsChildRestraints/ChildRestraints/Restraint+Fitting+Stations.htm�
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/RoadSafety/SeatbeltsChildRestraints/ChildRestraints/ChooseTheRghtChildRestraint.htm�

Curriculum News: Geography

Geography is an interesting and
increasingly relevant subject. What could
be more relevant than learning about the
world in which we live?

Issues in Geography dominate today’s
news, for example: climate change, the
state of Australia’s water supply and our
most precious resource — the Murray-

Darling Basin, and even more recently the

spread of global diseases such as swine
flu.

Geography is all about how we use and
manage our environment, our resources
and our cities. Learning about water use,
natural disasters, the climate, mapping
techniques and major local and
international issues give our students
skills and knowledge to help shape the
way we use and manage our world.

Here’s some of what our Geography
classes have been doing this year:

Year 8's visited Toolangi State Forest,
which, incredibly, was not burnt down in
the Black Saturday fires. This was an
invaluable experience for the students
who learnt about the environmental,
historic and economic importance of

forests.

Year 9

Year 9 Geographers visited the Organ
Pipes National Park as part of their study
of volcanoes. The Organ Pipes are
Victoria’s most striking examples of
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volcanic features. We had a stinking hot
summer day, but the students still had an
enjoyable time.

Year 12
Andrew , Matthew , Clarice, Sharmeen,
and Li-Ann Goh checking out the use
and management of the recreational
Fritsch-Holzer Park

Year 10

This semester, the Year 10 Geography
class has investigated some of the most
pressing issues of our time, including
climate change, resource depletion and
the vast impacts of tourism. A highlight of
the course was an excursion to the city.
Students were able to enjoy the
cosmopolitan delights of Melbourne and
see the interactions of tourists with our
town. Students enjoyed visiting the
Eureka Tower, Docklands, Southbank
and Federation Square.

Andrew and Nathan
In Year 12 Geography, students study a
resource as part of their fieldwork unit.
This year, we chose Camberwell junction
as the resource. The students collected a
variety of fieldwork data, including photos,
surveys and first-hand observations.

Year 11
Sam, Justin, Esther and Benedict

Year 11 Geography students travelled all
around Melbourne to study first-hand the
differences in socio-economic and Mr Hodge (Year 8),
characteristics between suburbs. Our last Miss Westbrook (Year 10) and
stop was the Docklands, where we visited Mr Davidson (Years 9, 11 and 12).
the new Harbour Town site.

Teachers: Mr Chapman, Mrs Spelling
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:i WCC KINDERGARTEN NEEDS YOUR HELP!

7 The WCC Kindergarten is in desperate need of 60 empty Berocca

¢ containers with lids. So far we only have about 6, so if anyone is able

¥+ to help that would be greatly appreciated. The empty containers can

e be dropped off at the kindergarten, otherwise they can be dropped

S into the General office and marked attention to: Mrs Jen Vissher
Thank you.
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Prep C

Ashlee Kher

Being cheerful and friendly
and always showing a positive
attitude towards her activity
work.

Dominic Qi

His enthusiasm for learning
and determination with his
activity work.

Prep Y

Hazel Cho

Cheerfully obeying her
teachers.

Joshua Ng
Obeying his teachers.

Ezra van der Ree
Telling the truth in every
situation.

Year 1P

Isabele Higgins

Displaying attentiveness,
obedience and being a good
role model for others.

Mason Aulia

Having beautiful manners and
being kind and helpful to his
classmates.

Rebekah Suter
Displaying enthusiasm by
participating in all class
activities and discussions
eagerly.

Year 2B

Timothy Mikhail

Fantastic improvement with
Maths facts to 20.

Annabelle Mok
Wonderful attitude and effort
in all her work.

Principals Awards

Year 2V

Sereto Boardman

Thinking carefully before
giving an answer and always
trying his best.

Christopher Yu
Showing thoughtfulness and
for caring about others.

Sarah Leiva-Acuna
Demonstrating honour and
respect for her teacher and
peers.

Year 3H

Bethany Harwood

Assisting a fellow student in a
supporting role for a class
devotion.

Naomi He
Bringing peace and happiness
into the classroom each day.

Year 4R

Christopher Cagle
Enthusiastically expanding his
vocabulary during creative
writing with interesting and
descriptive words.

Shanice Govender
Being flexible and willing to
change plans while
maintaining a joyful attitude.

Hayley Richmond
Consistently being available to
help set up and tidy the
classroom before school.

Calvin Hendoro

Being attentive during class
discussions and contributing
with valuable and relevant
information.

Hayley Richmond
Her attentiveness, diligence
and consistent work ethic in
Computer Studies.

Year 5C

Jun En Chong

Being a positive, smiling role
model to those around her.

Samuel Godfree
Showing determination to
complete all required
classroom work.

Rachel Shand
Her quiet, gentle influence on
those around her.

Rachel Vassilopoulos
Being willing to help at all
times and for being an
enthusiastic and considerate
student in Music.

Year 5S

Jason Wong

Showing obedience at all
times and diligence in his
attitude to learning.

Jasmine Sohail

Showing thoughtfulness and
friendliness to the students in
her class.

Kealy Sutton

Showing generosity and
sincerity in helping others in
class.

Kalani Pitman

Showing a generous, sunny
personality and a helpful
attitude at all times.

Kevin Nguyen

Being an attentive and diligent
student in his attitude to
learning.

Australian Awards for Teaching Excellence

The Australian Awards for Teaching Excellence celebrate
Australia’s great teachers, principals and schools.

The Awards recognise the exceptional work that teachers and
schools are doing on a daily basis. They provide a wonderful
opportunity for schools and teachers to be recognised nationally
for the tremendously important work they do, making a genuine
difference in the lives of students. The Awards are open to
teachers, principals, support staff and schools. Nominations are www.teachingaustralia.edu.au by 19th June.

invited from members of the school
community. The closing date is 19 June

2009.

® )
® )

Daniel Chapman

Showing

obedience in class and a
positive and diligent attitude to
all his work.

Jasmine Sohail

Her attentiveness, diligence
and consistent work ethic in
Computer Studies.

Year 6C

Caleb Mangalon

Using initiative and being
helpful and co-operative in
setting up the Music room for
Primary choir each week.

Gabriel Cheung
Making a big effort to work
more diligently in all areas.

Elijah Seow
Always being a willing helper
in class activities.

Jessica Nashed
Making a big effort to work
diligently in all areas.

David Christoffelsz

A co-operative attitude in
helping set up the Music room
for Primary choir each week.

Year 6R

Jerome Lall

Showing enthusiasm in all that
he does.

Shannon Loh

Showing attentiveness by
always listening to whoever is
contributing to a conversation.

Timothy Langi

Continually having a positive
attitude toward whatever he is
doing.

Who will you nominate?

To nominate a teacher, staff member, support staff or your
school for an award this year, go to

Staff News...

-
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Congratulations...

To Mr Adam Messenger (Year 4A Classroom Teacher) and his wife Kathryn
on the safe arrival of Phoebe Joy Messenger.
Born at 5:23am on 5th June 2009.

.o



http://www.teachingaustralia.edu.au/�

0 WCC Notice Board...

**Parents, please be aware that the Newsletter is posted on the College’s

Holi Home - Philip Islan Website _and is no_t password prot_ected. This means that any personal
Sleeps l?p-tg?yLesgthaﬁ 1 minuters)wastlkato gme details included in the WCC Notice Board are available to the wider
' community.

beach. Perfect for families with children. Only $120
per night with a minimum booking of 2 nights. A AN A A A G gk b A AR AL g AR AR A A G A G A G AR A A gk

Available over the June/July school holidays. ¢ ¢
For inquiries and bookings please call 0422355578 June at a glance. . "
or email: peachy.vasquez@arts.monash.edu.au o 15th Work Experience Begins (Year 10) S
. . 4 15th Year 9 Canberra Trip 9
Wii Game fOI‘ Sale' 18th VCE Music Performance Night ‘A Tribute to the Movies’
Star Wars — The Force unleashed (used only phs pig
once), includes laser sword for use with the Wii J¢  24th-26th  Year 11 Camp Ae
game (n_ever used), both exc_ellent condition. S 26th Last Day of School for Students: e
Total price $37 Contact Julia 0408 050 246 DA Dismissal: 12:45pm (Primary) 1:00pm (Secondary) DAe
Holiday Program e Half Year Reports distributed Dig
Come and join in the fun of PAdAGA A A A A A A A A A A A A A A G A A g A A A A g gk
Fonsa (7 st ndoorsoccen For Sale: BRI
Wheh' Wed 8™ Fri 10" July e 1/2 cello with case, from the Melbourne (Yaerﬁarr?glgseR}iEOZ%rB)
Time: .9am-1pm fString g:ompany. It's missing 1 string. Good 61 regular-sized keys and 32 note
Cost: $100 for 3 days or $40 or students. $40 = _ polyphony. 102 built-in songs and 134
per day. e 4 piece sofa, beautiful condition, moving tones. It comes in the box. 2 years old,
For more information see interstate: $500. hardly used. $100.
Mr Hodge or call 0430 543 263 e Free column heater. Call Wendy at 9801 1612 or
For more information follow the ¢ Free toy box on wheels. 0433 063 999.

LINK to their flyer. e Free telescope that was new but we couldn't

put it together. With star explorer CD.
P LAY e Free guitar.

Contact: Wendy Cao Ph: (03) 9801 1612

FUTSAL | vobile: 0433063 999

[ Community Announcements...

Items appearing under ‘Community Announcements’ are placed for the interest of families. The College does not
necessarily have any particular knowledge of, or endorse, the community activities advertised.

Generation Next SHELTA - Camp Supporting Someone with
Saturday, June 13th, 6-10pm, SU Victoria will be running SHELTA on a Mental lllness
John Batman Theatre, Friday 26" June — Monday 29" June at Tuesday 16th June
Melbourne Convention Centre. Phillip Island Resort — a camp for young 7:30pm - 10:00pm
A public seminar aimed at understanding people who are experiencing or have family/ WHERE: Rowville Uniting Church
the unique health and wellbeing friends who are going through depression or a cnr Fulham Road

challenges facing Generations Y & Zand mental health issue.

and Bridgewater Way, Rowville
how these challenges can be met.

- . The camp aims to: There is NO CHARGE for attendance.
Topics covered are: e Equip young people with life skills and T register your interest in attending,
* Bullying tools to cope with or help someone they please contact Kerryn Davies:

* Internet & Cybersafety know with depression/mental health 9753 4203 or
e Depression & Mental Health issues. offit_:g@rowviIIe.uniFinqchurch.orq.au
e Sex, the Media & Young People e Inspire young people and give them a Facilitated by Dr. Michael Carr-Gregg

For more information follow the LINK

e Parenting Information & Advice sense of purpose and hope.

Presenters: Dr Michael Carr-Gregg - e Provide a supportive environment to to a copy of the flyer.
Adolescent Psychologist; Dr Sally share their story. .

Cockburn - GP, Health Commentator Cost $100.00 CSIRO Holiday Programs
Medical Adviser, Girlfriend Magazine; For more information please contact Sarah in Glen Waverley
Susan McLean - Cybersafety Expert; Carew 9482 5700 or sarahc@suvic.org.au For more information and to book
Paul Dillon - Drug and Alcohol Research  For more information follow the LINK to a follow the LINK to their website:
and Training Australia; Dr Ramesh copy of their flyer. www.csiro.au/melbcsirosec
Manocha - GP Convenor; Julie Gale -

Founder of Kids Free 2 B Kids . .

Writer and Performer. . Rookies Shield .

Cost: $45.00 pp King and Queen of the Mountain

For more information and to register visit Chess Tournament

the website www.gennextseminars.com  Eqor more information and to book follow the LINK
to their website:
www.rangerschessclub.com.au
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